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MCAS Basics
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MCAS Basics
3XUSRVH

●



MCAS Basics - ALT



MCAS Changes due to COVID
$FFRXQWDELOLW\

● 1R�GHWHUPLQDWLRQV�LVVXHG�IRU�����

,WHP�6DPSOLQJ�IRU�1RQ�+LJK�6FKRRO�*UDGHV
● 6RPH�VWXGHQWV�WDNLQJ�VHVVLRQ�RQH��VRPH�VWXGHQWV�WDNLQJ�VHVVLRQ�WZR
● $JJUHJDWHG�VFRUHV�DOORZ�IRU�PHDQLQJIXO�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV
● ,QGLYLGXDO�VWXGHQW�VFRUHV�DUH�PRUH�YDULDEOH�

$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ
● 5HPRWH�DQG�LQ�SHUVRQ�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ
● 6LPLODU�SHUIRUPDQFHV�LQ�:36�DQG�DW�WKH�VWDWH�OHYHO

3DUWLFLSDWLRQ
● ��������SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�UDWH�LQ�:36��GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�JUDGH�OHYHO
● ��������SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�VWDWHZLGH��GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�JUDGH�OHYHO
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MCAS Changes due to COVID
0HDVXUH�RI�6WXGHQW�*URZWK���6WXGHQW�*URZWK�3HUFHQWLOHV

● 0HDVXUH�RI�KRZ�PXFK�D�VWXGHQW¶V�DFKLHYHPHQW�KDV�FKDQJHG�VLQFH�WKH�SULRU�
WHVWLQJ

● &RPSDUHV�FXUUHQW�VFRUH�WR�WKDW�RI�SHHU�JURXSV��RWKHU�VWXGHQWV�LQ�WKH�VDPH�
JUDGH�ZKR�SHUIRUPHG�VLPLODUO\�LQ�WKH�SDVW

● ,Q�SULRU�\HDUV��SHHU�JURXSV�ZHUH�IURP�ZLWKLQ�WKH�VDPH�FRKRUW��VDPH�FODVV�
\HDU��



MCAS Changes due to COVID
0HDVXUH�RI�6WXGHQW�*URZWK���6WXGHQW�*URZWK�3HUFHQWLOHV

● 7R�DFFXUDWHO\�UHIOHFW�WKH�H[WHQW�WR�ZKLFK�JURZWK�VORZHG�GXH�WR�&29,'��
³EDVHOLQH�6*3V´�ZHUH�FUHDWHG�IURP�D�KLVWRULFDO�SHHU�JURXS�

● )RU�������WKH�FXUUHQW�VFRUH�LV�FRPSDUHG�WR�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�SHHU�JURXS�
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MCAS Changes due to COVID
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Statewide Average
Student Growth Percentiles (SGPs)

2019
&RKRUW�%DVHG�0HWKRG



MCAS Basics: Score Range Labels

Achievement
5DQJH���������

Growth Percentile
5DQJH������

Label Scaled Score 
Range Label SGP Range

([FHHGLQJ�
([SHFWDWLRQV ������� ([FHHGHG�7\SLFDO�

*URZWK ���

0HHWLQJ�
([SHFWDWLRQV ������� 7\SLFDO�*URZWK���

+LJK �����

3DUWLDOO\�0HHWLQJ�
([SHFWDWLRQV ������� 7\SLFDO�*URZWK���/RZ �����

1RW�0HHWLQJ�
([SHFWDWLRQV ������� Low Growth 30-39

9HU\�/RZ�*URZWK ���

10

Statewide, average SGPs were 
typically 30-39 for 2021.



High Needs Group

����RI�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�WRRN�WKH�0&$6�ZHUH�LQ�WKH�+LJK�1HHGV�JURXS�

:36�+LJK�1HHGV�0&$6�FRPSRVLWLRQ�

● ����,(3�DORQH
● ����(/�)(/�DORQH�����(/�
● ����(FRQRPLFDOO\�'LVDGYDQWDJHG�DORQH
● ����FRPELQDWLRQ�RI���RU���FKDUDFWHULVWLFV



2021 ELA Results
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Spring 2021 ELA MCAS
Percent Meeting/Exceeding and SGP

3-8
% Meet/Exceed

3-8
SGP

10
% Meet/Exceed

10
SGP

$OO ��� 7�/RZ ��� 7�+LJK
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Spring 2021 ELA MCAS
Percent Meeting/Exceeding and SGP

3-8
% Meet/Exceed

3-8
SGP

10
% Meet/Exceed

10
SGP

$OO ��� 7�/RZ ��� 7�+LJK

+LJK�1HHGV ��� /RZ ��� 7�+LJK
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Spring 2021 ELA MCAS
Percent Meeting/Exceeding and SGP

3-8
% Meet/Exceed

3-8
SGP

10
% Meet/Exceed

10
SGP

$OO ��� 7�/RZ ��� 7�+LJK

+LJK�1HHGV ��� /RZ ��� 7�+LJK

(FRQRPLFDOO\�'LVDGYDQWDJHG ��� /RZ ��� 7�+LJK

(/�	�)RUPHU�(/ ��� 7�/RZ � �

6WXGHQWV�ZLWK�'LVDELOLWLHV ��� /RZ ��� 7�+LJK

$VLDQ ��� 7�+LJK ��� 7�+LJK

$IULFDQ�$PHU��%ODFN ��� /RZ ��� �

+LVSDQLF�RU�/DWLQR ��� /RZ ��� �

0XOWL�UDFH ��� 7�/RZ ��� 7�+LJK

:KLWH ��� 7�/RZ ��� 7�+LJK
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Spring 2021 ELA MCAS
Percent Meeting/Exceeding and SGP

Areas of Strength
3-8

% Meet/Exceed
3-8
SGP

10
% Meet/Exceed

10
SGP

$OO 75% 7�/RZ 92% 7�+LJK

+LJK�1HHGV 50% /RZ 66% 7�+LJK

(FRQRPLFDOO\�'LVDGYDQWDJHG ��� /RZ ��� 7�+LJK

(/�	�)RUPHU�(/ 65% 7�/RZ � �

6WXGHQWV�ZLWK�'LVDELOLWLHV 43% /RZ 58% 7�+LJK

$VLDQ ��� 7�+LJK ��� 7�+LJK

$IULFDQ�$PHU��%ODFN ��� /RZ ��� �

+LVSDQLF�RU�/DWLQR 54% /RZ ��� �

0XOWL�UDFH 81% 7�/RZ ��� 7�+LJK

:KLWH 76% 7�/RZ 95% 7�+LJK
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Spring 2021 ELA MCAS
Percent Meeting/Exceeding and SGP

Areas for Growth
3-8

% Meet/Exceed
3-8
SGP

10
% Meet/Exceed

10
SGP

$OO ��� 7�/RZ ��� 7�+LJK

+LJK�1HHGV ��� /RZ ��� 7�+LJK

(FRQRPLFDOO\�'LVDGYDQWDJHG ��� /RZ ��� 7�+LJK

(/�	�)RUPHU�(/ ��� 7�/RZ � �

6WXGHQWV�ZLWK�'LVDELOLWLHV



Spring 2021 ELA MCAS
Percent Meeting/Exceeding & SGP Levels

Grade 3 4 5 6 7 8 10
3HUFHQW�

0HHWLQJ�([FHHGLQJ ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���

3HUFHQWLOH�DPRQJ�
'LVWULFWV
 ��WK ��WK ��WK ��WK ��QG ��UG ��WK

6*3�/HYHO � �



ELA MCAS 
Percent Meeting/Exceeding

Cohorts 2017-2021



ELA MCAS 
Percent Meeting/Exceeding

Cohorts 2017-2021



ELA MCAS 
Change in Percent Meeting/Exceeding

2019 to 2021
¦āŭŶĢłė�FũÖùā ˒ ˓ ˔ ˕ ˖ ˗ ˘ ːˏ

!ŽũũāłŶ�˓ŶĞ -8

!ŽũũāłŶ�˔ŶĞ -6

!ŽũũāłŶ�˕ŶĞ 85% +0

!ŽũũāłŶ�˖ŶĞ 76% 82% -2

!ŽũũāłŶ�˗ŶĞ 65% 79% 80% +1

!ŽũũāłŶ�˘ŶĞ 79% 81% 80% -12

!ŽũũāłŶ�ːˏŶĞ 77% 80% 69% N/A

!ŽũũāłŶ�ːːŶĞ 79% 81% 81% +7

!ŽũũāłŶ�ːˑŶĞ 76% 78%



ELA MCAS 
Change in Percent Meeting/Exceeding

District vs State
¦āŭŶĢłė�FũÖùā ˒ ˓ ˔ ˕ ˖ ˗ ˘ ːˏ

!ŽũũāłŶ�˓ŶĞ ▼-8

!ŽũũāłŶ�˔ŶĞ ▼-6

!ŽũũāłŶ�˕ŶĞ 85% ▲+0

!ŽũũāłŶ�˖ŶĞ 76% 82% ▲-2

!ŽũũāłŶ�˗ŶĞ 65% 79% 80% ▲+1

!ŽũũāłŶ�˘ŶĞ 79% 81% 80% -12

!ŽũũāłŶ�ːˏŶĞ 77% 80% 69% N/A

!ŽũũāłŶ�ːːŶĞ 79% 81% 81% ▲+7

!ŽũũāłŶ�ːˑŶĞ 76% 78%

!ķÖŭŭ�ŋĕ�ˑˏˑː 79% 85%

������0&$6�WDNHQ�LQ��������
������1R������0&$6�GXH�WR�&29,'����
▲



ELA Reporting Categories: 
Compared to State Average

Percent of points earned, by reporting category by grade, were greater 
than the state average.

Areas of Strength:�
● /DQJXDJH�DQG�ZULWLQJ�LQ�FRPELQDWLRQ��HVVD\V����WK���WK���WK�DQG��WK�JUDGHV

Areas for Growth: 
● /DQJXDJH���UG���WK��DQG���WK�JUDGHV
● /DQJXDJH�DQG�ZULWLQJ�LQ�FRPELQDWLRQ��HVVD\V����UG�JUDGH
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ELA Reporting Categories: 
Program Equitability across 

Racial/Ethnic Groups



Key Takeaways: ELA
Highlights:
● 2YHUDOO�KLJK�SHUIRUPDQFH
● 6HYHUDO�QRQ�KLJK�VFKRRO�JURXSV�ZLWK�UHODWLYHO\�KLJK�

SHUIRUPDQFH
● 6WXGHQWV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�KDG�UHODWLYHO\�KLJK�

SHUIRUPDQFH�DW�ERWK�OHYHOV
● 2YHUDOO���WK�DQG�ROGHU�KDG�OHVV�RI�D�&29,'�HIIHFW�WKDQ�

WKH�VWDWH

Targeted efforts to better meet needs:
● 1RQ�KLJK�VFKRRO�$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQ�DQG�%ODFN�VWXGHQWV
● +LJK�VFKRRO�+LVSDQLF�RU�/DWLQR�VWXGHQWV
● �UG�DQG��WK�KDG�PRUH�RI�D�&29,'�HIIHFW�WKDQ�WKH�VWDWH
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2021 Math Results
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Spring 2021 Math MCAS
Percent Meeting/Exceeding and SGP

3-8
% Meet/Exceed

3-8
SGP

10
% Meet/Exceed

10
SGP

$OO ��� /RZ ��



Spring 2021 Math MCAS
Percent Meeting/Exceeding and SGP



Spring 2021 Math MCAS
Percent Meeting/Exceeding and SGP

3-8
% Meet/Exceed

3-8
SGP

10
% Meet/Exceed

10
SGP

$OO ��� /RZ ��� 7�+LJK





Spring 2021 Math MCAS



Spring 2021 Math MCAS
Percent Meeting/Exceeding & SGP Levels

Grade 3 4 5 6 7 8 10
3HUFHQW�

0HHWLQJ�([FHHGLQJ ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���

3HUFHQWLOH�DPRQJ�
'LVWULFWV
 ��WK ��WK ��WK ��WK ��VW ��UG ��WK

6*3�/HYHO � � 7�/RZ 9�/RZ /RZ /RZ 7�+LJK

32

* Based on district percent meeting/exceeding expectations



Math MCAS 
Percent Meeting/Exceeding

Cohorts 2017-2021



Math MCAS 
Percent Meeting/Exceeding

Cohorts 2017-2021



Math MCAS 
Change in Percent Meeting/Exceeding

2019 to 2021



Math MCAS 
Change in Percent Meeting/Exceeding

District vs Statewide



Math Reporting Categories: 





Key Takeaways: Math
Highlights:
● 2YHUDOO�KLJK�SHUIRUPDQFH
● 6WXGHQWV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�DW�ERWK�OHYHOV�KDG�UHODWLYHO\�

KLJK�SHUIRUPDQFH
● 2YHUDOO�OHVV�RI�D�&29,'�HIIHFW�WKDQ�WKH�VWDWH
● 0RUH�HTXLW\�LQ��UG�JUDGH

Targeted efforts to better meet needs:
● 1RQ�KLJK�VFKRRO�$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQ�DQG�%ODFN�VWXGHQWV
● �WK�KDG�PRUH�RI�D�&29,'�HIIHFW�WKDQ�WKH�VWDWH
● ,QHTXLW\�DW�WKH�PLGGOH�VFKRRO�OHYHO
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2021 Science Results
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Spring 2021 Science MCAS
Percent Meeting/Exceeding or 

Advanced/Proficient
5 & 8

% Meet/Exceed
HS Physics
% Adv/Prof

$OO ��� ���

+LJK�1HHGV ��� ���

(FRQRPLFDOO\�'LVDGYDQWDJHG ��� ���

(/�	�)RUPHU�(/ ��� �

6WXGHQWV�ZLWK�'LVDELOLWLHV ��� ���

42



Spring 2021 Science MCAS
Percent Meeting/Exceeding or 

Advanced/Proficient





Spring 2021 Science MCAS
Percent Meet/Exceed or Adv/Prof

Areas for Growth
5 & 8

% Meet/Exceed
HS Physics
% Adv/Prof

$OO ���





Science MCAS
Percent Meet/Exceed or Adv/Prof

Cohorts 2017-2021

¦āŭŶĢłė�FũÖùā ˔ ˗ N��
�ĞƘŭĢóŭ

!ŽũũāłŶ�˕ŶĞ 71%

!ŽũũāłŶ�˖ŶĞ

!ŽũũāłŶ�˗ŶĞ 67%

!ŽũũāłŶ�˘ŶĞ 65% 67%

!ŽũũāłŶ�ːˏŶĞ 62% 89%

!ŽũũāłŶ�ːːŶĞ 79%

!ŽũũāłŶ�ːˑŶĞ 63% 94%

!ķÖŭŭ�ŋĕ�ˑˏˑː 63% 98%

������0&$6�WDNHQ�LQ��������
������1R������0&$6�GXH�WR�&29,'����

47





Science MCAS 
Change in Percent Meet/Exceed or Adv/Prof

2019 to 2021

¦āŭŶĢłė�FũÖùā ˔ ˗ N��
�ĞƘŭĢóŭ

!ŽũũāłŶ�˕ŶĞ ▲+4

!ŽũũāłŶ�˖ŶĞ

!ŽũũāłŶ�˗ŶĞ 67%

!ŽũũāłŶ�˘ŶĞ 65% ▼-12

!ŽũũāłŶ�ːˏŶĞ 62% ▲-5

!ŽũũāłŶ�ːːŶĞ 79%

!ŽũũāłŶ�ːˑŶĞ 63% 94%

!ķÖŭŭ�ŋĕ�ˑˏˑː 63% 98%

������0&$6�WDNHQ�LQ��������
������1R������0&$6�GXH�WR�&29,'
▲&KDQJH�LQ�3HUFHQW�0HHWLQJ�([FHHGLQJ�ZDV����SRLQWV�EHWWHU�WKDQ�VWDWHZLGH�FKDQJH�
▼&KDQJH�LQ�3HUFHQW�0HHWLQJ�([FHHGLQJ�ZDV����SRLQWV�ZRUVH�WKDQ�VWDWHZLGH�FKDQJH����� 49



Science Reporting Categories: 
Compared to State Average

5th & 8th grade science MCAS tests each cover three years of science.

Percent of points earned, by reporting category by grade taught, were 
greater than the state average.

Areas of Strength: 
● (DUWK�DQG�VSDFH�VFLHQFH���UG�DQG��WK�JUDGHV
● 3K\VLFDO�VFLHQFHV���WK�JUDGH
● 7HFKQRORJ\�HQJLQHHULQJ���WK�JUDGH
● :DYHV�DQG�WKHLU�DSSOLFDWLRQV�LQ�WHFKQRORJLHV��KLJK�VFKRRO

Areas for Growth: 
● (DUWK�DQG�VSDFH�VFLHQFH���WK�JUDGH
● /LIH�VFLHQFH���WK�DQG��WK�JUDGHV
● 3K\VLFDO�VFLHQFHV���UG�DQG��WK�JUDGHV
● 7HFKQRORJ\�HQJLQHHULQJ���WK�DQG��WK�JUDGHV
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Science Reporting Categories: 
Program Equitability across 

Racial/Ethnic Groups
5th & 8th grade science MCAS tests each cover three years of science.

Percent of points earned, by reporting category by grade taught, 
showed differences across racial/ethnic groups.

Areas of Strength: 
● (DUWK�DQG�VSDFH�VFLHQFHV���WK�JUDGH
●Ɣ



Key Takeaways: Science
Highlights:
● 2YHUDOO�KLJK�SHUIRUPDQFH
● 6WXGHQWV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�KDG�UHODWLYHO\�KLJK�

SHUIRUPDQFH�DW�ERWK�OHYHOV
● /HVV�RI�D�&29,'�HIIHFW�WKDQ�WKH�VWDWH�DW�HOHPHQWDU\�

DQG�KLJK�VFKRRO�OHYHOV

Targeted efforts to better meet needs:
● +LJK�VFKRRO�HFRQRPLFDOO\�GLVDGYDQWDJHG�VWXGHQWV
● +LJK�VFKRRO�+LVSDQLF�RU�/DWLQR�VWXGHQWV
● 0LGGOH�VFKRRO�KDG�PRUH�RI�D�&29,'�HIIHFW�WKDQ�WKH�

VWDWH
● /LIH�VFLHQFH��RYHUDOO�DQG�UHJDUGLQJ�HTXLW\

52





Spring 2021 ELA MCAS District Comparisons 
Percent Meeting/Exceeding Expectations

District Grades 3-8

&DUOLVOH ���

6KHUERUQ ���

:HVWRQ ���

'RYHU ���

/H[LQJWRQ ���

Wellesley 75%
:HVWZRRG ���

6XGEXU\ ���

:D\ODQG ���

:LQFKHVWHU ���

1HHGKDP ���

&RQFRUG ���

1HZWRQ ���

'RYHU�6KHUERUQ ���

1DWLFN ���

/LQFROQ ��� 54

District Grade 10

'RYHU�6KHUERUQ



ELA MCAS District Comparisons 
2019-2021 Change in Percent Meeting/Exceeding 

District Grades 3-8

/LQFROQ ��

6KHUERUQ ��

:HVWZRRG ��

1DWLFN ��

1HZWRQ ��

6XGEXU\ ��

&DUOLVOH ��

/H[LQJWRQ ��

1HHGKDP ��

:D\ODQG ��

Wellesley -4
&RQFRUG ��

:HVWRQ ��

'RYHU�6KHUERUQ ��

:LQFKHVWHU ��

'RYHU ��� 55

District Grade 10

1HZWRQ ��

Wellesley +7
1HHGKDP ��

&RQFRUG�&DUOLVOH ��

'RYHU�6KHUERUQ ��

:D\ODQG ��

:LQFKHVWHU ��

/H[LQJWRQ ��

1DWLFN ��

:HVWZRRG ��

/LQFROQ�6XGEXU\ ��

:HVWRQ ��



Spring 2021 Math MCAS District Comparisons 
Percent Meeting/Exceeding Expectations



Math MCAS District Comparisons 
2019-2021 Change in Percent Meeting/Exceeding 



Spring 2021 Science MCAS District Comparisons 
Percent Meet/Exceed Exp or Adv/Prof

District Grades 5&8



Science MCAS District Comparisons 



Next Steps

60





Next Steps
21st Century Learning:
● 7KH�GLVWULFW�KDV�LQYHVWHG�LQ�SURIHVVLRQDO�GHYHORSPHQW�WR�VXSSRUW�

WHDFKHUV�LQ�FUHDWLQJ�KLJKO\�GLIIHUHQWLDWHG��SURMHFW�EDVHG�OHDUQLQJ�
OHVVRQV�DQG�XQLWV�WKDW�LQWHJUDWH�6(/��FLYLF�HQJDJHPHQW��
FURVV�FRQWHQW�OHDUQLQJ��FRPSOH[�WKLQNLQJ�DQG�VWXGHQW�
HQJDJHPHQW�

● 7KH�GLVWULFW�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�SURYLGH�WUDLQLQJ�DQG�VXSSRUW�WR�
WHDFKHUV�DV�WKH\�SLORW�DQG�DVVHVV�3%/�OHVVRQV�DQG�XQLWV�DFURVV�
FRQWHQW�DUHDV�

●



Next Steps

Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion:
● :36�ZLOO�LPSOHPHQW�D�3DQRUDPD�6WXGHQW�(TXLW\�DQG�,QFOXVLRQ�

6XUYH\��$PSOLI\�6WXGHQW�9RLFHV��WR�DVVHVV�VWXGHQW�EHOLHIV��
DWWLWXGHV��SHUFHSWLRQV�RQ�HTXLW\�DQG�LQFOXVLRQ�

●



Next Steps
High Expectations Teaching:
● :36�HGXFDWRUV�ZLOO�VWXG\�WKH�SULQFLSOHV�RI�KLJK�H[SHFWDWLRQV�WHDFKLQJ�

DQG�OHDUQLQJ��DQG�HQJDJH�LQ�SUDFWLFDO�DSSOLFDWLRQ�WKURXJK�VWXG\�JURXSV�
DQG�WKH�+LJK�([SHFWDWLRQV�7HDFKLQJ�FRXUVH�IURP�5HVHDUFK�IRU�%HWWHU�
7HDFKLQJ�

● :36�OHDGHUV�ZLOO�OHDUQ�WKH�SULQFLSOHV�RI�0XOWL�7LHUHG�6\VWHPV�RI�
6XSSRUWV��0766��WKURXJK�SURIHVVLRQDO�GHYHORSPHQW��DQG�KRZ�WR�
FUHDWH�WKH�DFDGHPLF�DQG�VRFLDO�HPRWLRQDO�V\VWHPV�DQG�VWUXFWXUHV�WKDW�
VXSSRUW�DOO�VWXGHQWV�ZLWK�ULJRURXV�FRUH�LQVWUXFWLRQ��WLHUHG�VXSSRUWV��
DQG�HQULFKPHQW�

● :36�OHDGHUV�ZLOO�OHDUQ�KRZ�WR�FDOLEUDWH�WKHLU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�



Next Steps

High Expectations Teaching:
● :36�OHDGHUV�ZLOO�OHDUQ�WKH�NH\�FRPSRQHQWV�RI�D�KLJKO\�

HIIHFWLYH�VWDQGDUGV�EDVHG�V\VWHP�WKURXJK�SURIHVVLRQDO�
GHYHORSPHQW�

● :36�OHDGHUV�ZLOO�GHYHORS�FRPPRQ��FRQVLVWHQW�DQG�
SURDFWLYH�PHFKDQLVPV�WR�DQDO\]H�VWXGHQW�GDWD��LQ�RUGHU�WR�
V\VWHPDWLFDOO\�DGGUHVV�GLVSURSRUWLRQDOLW\�
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